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Saint Maximilian Kolbe Parish is a Roman Catholic Christian community
which unselfishly ministers to all people through hospitality, prayer, formation,
and service. Eucharist centered and led by the Holy Spirit we strive to be
grateful stewards of all God’s gifts.

ST. MAX PARISH FAMILY

REACHING OUT IN CHARITY
By: Elizabeth Walsh
We learn in childhood the love of a mother and the vast
dimensions of her “mothering” us. We also experience a mother’s
love beyond our family as she shares our family’s bounty with
others, bringing us along and allowing us to participate. As we
pilgrim through life, it is a great comfort that we lovingly refer to
the Catholic Church as Holy Mother Church. Her “mothering” is
notable on the global stage, the archdiocesan stage, and the parish
level. One example of such “mothering” is manifested through the
Outreach Allocation Committee (OAC) of the St. Max Outreach
Commission (OC).

LITURGY SCHEDULE
MASS TIMES
Saturday Vigil 4:30 PM
Sunday 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM
Monday-Saturday 8:30 AM
Tuesdays and Thursdays 6:30 AM
First Fridays 7:30 PM

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturdays after 8:30 AM Mass & 3:00-4:00 PM
Thursdays after 8:30 AM Mass & 6:00-6:45 PM
Tuesdays after 6:30 AM Mass

WHAT IS THE 1% CHALLENGE?
1% OF YOUR DAY IS 14 MIN AND 24 SEC.
JUST 1% OF YOUR DAY given to God in focused prayer will
change your life. We would like to challenge you to spend
just 1% (let’s round up to 15 min) OF YOUR DAY EVERY DAY
PRAYING with Scripture through a Catholic tradition called
lectio divina.

WANT TO RECEIVE THE 1% CHALLENGE
DAILY EMAIL WITH SUGGESTED READING?
SEND US AN UPDATE

Text 1percent to 42828.

Have you moved, or do you have a new
phone number or new email address? Please
contact the office at 513.777.4322 ext. 101
or cgroh@saint-max.org to give us an update!

More info on the 1% Challenge can be found on our website at
saint-max.org/takethechallenge.

With ecclesial authority granted by our pastor, the OC helps
many ministries and organizations beyond the parish serve the
public good if they appropriately satisfy the principles of Catholic
Social Teaching and the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy.
Charitable organizations are first vetted for these criteria by the
OAC. The list of vetted organizations may be found on our parish
website saint-max.org/OutreachCommission. The OC guides and
leads our St. Max Parish family in charity beyond herself. From
the money donated by parishioners for charitable outreach via
the “pink envelope”, the commission gives to worthy non-profit
organizations. The St. Max Parish October 10, 2021 bulletin
contained excerpts from thank you notes received from ten
different organizations which received allocated money in the first
half of 2021.
Camp River Ridge (https://campriverridge.org) was a recent
charitable outreach recipient of $7,200. It is a camp and retreat
destination focused on Christ the King. Through Regnum Christi
spirituality, youth are invited to encounter Jesus Christ; respond
to Jesus’ love in faithful, joyful, and evangelizing discipleship;
Continues On Page 7

Missionaries building three new picnic tables for
the dining room from funds donated by St. Max
parishioners. Adding these three tables increased
their dining room’s capacity by 27 campers.
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ADVENT
By: Fr. Jim Riehle

CHARITY, Continued from Page 1

The season of Advent is a time of preparation and
anticipation. As the name implies, Advent means “to
come”, we await the coming of the Christ. We await His
arrival marked by the solemnity of Christmas and we
await His return in glory. With the busy pace and the noisy
clutter of the culture, it becomes harder and harder each
year to stay focused on our preparation.
St. Bernard of Clairvaux wrote of the “Three Comings of
the Christ”. Two of these “comings” are tangible, the other
hidden. In the first coming our Lord took on Flesh and was
seen on earth, dwelling among men. In terms of those who
experienced His Presence on earth in the Flesh, it was a
limited number, only those privileged to walk and talk with
Him in a certain time and place.
The second “coming” of our Lord is a hidden one. It is
experienced by those who see their Lord’s grace in their
lives and live in response. This “coming” is manifested in
the sacraments, in His Church, and in the way He works in
our lives, often silently and humbly.
In the final coming all of creation will see the salvation
of our God, and they will look on Him whom they pierced.
In his first coming our Lord came in our flesh and in our
weakness. In that second coming He comes in spirit and
in power. In the final coming He will be seen in glory and
majesty.
We are challenged in Advent to prepare for each of these
comings. On His part, our Lord has done much to prepare
us. We can look at the narrative of Salvation History and
see Him working to prepare our hearts.

Going forward through the Old Testament, there are
consistent signs heralding the Messiah who will conquer
and save. To Abraham, our Lord speaks of the descendants
as numerous as the stars who draw all nations to God.
To King David, our Lord promises him that “when
your days have been completed and you rest with your
ancestors, I will raise up your offspring after you, sprung
from your loins, and I will establish His kingdom. He it is
who shall build a house for My Name, and I will establish
His royal throne forever. I will be a Father to Him, and He
shall be a Son to Me.” (2 Sam 7:12-14)
Throughout the teachings and oracles of the prophets,
the good news of the coming of the Messiah is proclaimed
to the people. Thus, in the hearts of His people, God
sparked a fire of hope.
Drawing on that same yearning, we Christians spend
Advent waiting for the birth of the Messiah, except in our
case, we know He has a name, Jesus Christ, and has already
fulfilled the promises of old. However, we still live in the
“now but not yet” time between when Jesus accomplished
the work of salvation and the time when it will be fulfilled.

Right: A plaque was added to the picnic tables and beds
acknowledging the generosity of St. Max parisioners.

allow Jesus to reign as King of their lives as they serve
in their families, in their relationships, in their parish,
and in the greater culture; and discover their Godgiven mission for their life. Camp River Ridge hosts
youth summer camps, fall and winter youth weekend
retreats, family programs, parent-child campouts,
and campouts for men.

Advent connects us with that age-old longing for a
Redeemer. We look back with joy. We experience now His
Presence in the Mass and in our lives. We anticipate a
future fulfillment in the salvation of the world to come.

Amongst the ancient Jews, our Lord set in their hearts
a longing for a Messiah who will set things right for the
Jewish people and through them, the whole world. As
far back as the book of Genesis, at the time of the Fall,
already we see the foreshadowing of the salvation to
come. We can look to how our Lord responds to Adam
and Eve’s disobedience. They hide. He comes to them.
He seeks them out. Then, in what is referred to as the
protoevangelium, the “First Gospel”, He says to the
serpent, “I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers; He will strike at your
head, while you strike at His heel.” (Gen 3:15)
“He will strike at your head”. In those words, our Lord
foretells His own coming, the offspring of the “New Eve”,
Mary, who will strike at the very head of sin and crush the
serpent that is the evil in this world.
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Left: Missionaries and volunteers building and installing 8 new
bunk beds. They removed two single beds and added two
new bunk beds to each of their four platform tents.

SAINT MAXIMILIAN KOLBE CATHOLIC CHURCH 5720 Hamilton-Mason Rd., Liberty Township, Ohio 45011

TOGETHER WE GROW CAMPAIGN
Don’t forget about our
Together We Grow Campaign!
You can see status updates about the
campaign and make a pledge online at
saint-max.org/TWG.

513.777.4322 www.saint-max.org

St. Max’s gift allowed Camp River Ridge to
purchase three 8-foot picnic tables for the dining
area and eight twin bunk beds for the sleeping
quarters. In his recent thank you note to the OC,
Fr. Lucio Boccaccio, representative for Camp River
Ridge, reports that picnic tables have allowed Camp
River Ridge personnel to “maximize seating capacity
while still allowing space for people to walk” in the
dining area. The bunk beds “have increased camper
capacity by 8 campers per event”. Each of these items
has a small plaque affixed to them which identify
them as a gift from St. Max. Along with hundreds of
people attending Camp River Ridge events, St. Max
Parishioners at these events have the opportunity to
enjoy use of these items and reflect on the goodness
of God manifested from the heart of our St. Max
family.

7

THE MODERN SAINT DECEMBER 2021

MEET KATHLEEN STRATMAN

MASSES for the LORD'S DAY
Saturday- 4:30 PM
Sunday- 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM

Kathleen sorting clothing donations from
students from Mother Teresa Elementary
School at the Glenmary Outreach Center
in rural Kentucky.
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Right: Kathleen Stratman collected
items for West Liberty Outreach
at her own school and brought
them down to Kentucky to the
Glenmary Outreach Center.

The Modern Saint heard about Kathleen Stratman, a
young volunteer with West Liberty Outreach, who took it
upon herself to organize separate drives at her own school
to gather more donations for West Liberty Outreach and
supplement the drives going on here at the parish. She has
also donated items and money from her birthday to the
Glenmary sisters in the past. We reached out to her and this
is what she had to say:
My name is Kathleen Stratman. I am 14 years old and in
the 8th grade. I go to Mother Teresa (MTCES) and I enjoy
playing volleyball for school! I also enjoy competitive
horseback riding.
I first heard about West Liberty Outreach because I had
wanted to go on mission trips, so my mom asked around.
I have always loved charity work so I immediately knew I
wanted to get involved. When I first found out about West
Liberty Outreach, they weren’t doing any mission trips.
This was because of COVID. I knew that they had a store
down in Kentucky, so I decided to help out.
I met with my principal to ask her if I could do a
donation drive at MTCES, and she agreed. I made
announcements and put up posters around the school.
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Then I collected all the items from school and church.
All the clothes barely fit into our car! We had about ten
garbage bags worth of donations! Then my mother, sister,
and I drove down to Kentucky to help set up the shop.
Currently, I am trying to run another drive!
I feel it is important to get involved in this ministry
work because that’s what Jesus would have done. I feel
that it is important to live a life like Jesus and to always
try to help others. Jesus said, “Whatever you did for one of
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for
me,” and I really try to embrace that. If you ever want to
get involved with service or anything else then go for it!
There is no better time than now.

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday through Saturday- 8:30 AM
Tuesdays and Thursdays - 6:30 AM
First Friday, December 3- 7:30 PM
The Rosary is prayed 30 minutes before all Masses
and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is prayed after all
8:30 AM weekday Masses in the church.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Tuesdays- after 6:30 AM Mass
Thursdays- after 8:30 AM Mass & at 6:00 PM
Saturdays- after 8:30 AM Mass & at 3:00 PM
Additional Times for Advent
DAY OF MERCY- Thursday, December 9
7:15 AM- 8:00 PM (priests in the confessional all day)
Communal Penance Service at St. John, WC
December 13th at 7:00 PM
Tuesday, December 21- 5:00 PM- 9:00 PM
NO Confessions Saturday, December 25th

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Our Blessed Sacrament Chapel is open
continuously for private prayer in the Presence of
Our Lord.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
First Friday, December 3- after 8:30 AM Mass
until 7:00 PM
Mondays after 8:30 AM Mass until 5:00 PM
Thursdays - after 8:30 AM Mass until 7:00 PM

Benediction begins 15 minutes prior to the end of the hour
Exposition ends at 10:30 AM on Thursday, December 23rd

ADVENT OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, November 27 • 12:00 PM -2:00 PM
Blessed straw is available at the open house, as
well as in the gathering space beginning this
weekend.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY (Holy Day of Obligation)
Wednesday, December 8
6:30 AM, 8:30 AM, 7:30 PM*
On this solemnity, those who wish to make or
renew their consecration to the Blessed Virgin
BLESSING OF BABY JESUS - December 18 & 19 Mary will be able to so after the 8:30 AM and 7:30
At the weekend Masses on December 18 & 19,
PM Masses.
the Fourth Sunday of Advent, all are invited to
*Incense is used at the 7:30 PM Mass.
bring the figure of the Infant Jesus from your
home creche to be blessed.

I think that West Liberty Outreach is a great program
and that it helps many people. Everyone that I have met
so far is super kind! I really love the program and am
excited to go on a mission trip with them this November!

If you are interested in learning more about
West Liberty Outreach, visit www.saint-max.org/WLO .

SAINT MAXIMILIAN KOLBE CATHOLIC CHURCH 5720 Hamilton-Mason Rd., Liberty Township, Ohio 45011

513.777.4322 www.saint-max.org

3

THE MODERN SAINT DECEMBER 2021

HAVE FUN, MAKE MUSIC AND GLORIFY GOD: THE ST. MAX RINGERS
By: Sarah Merkel
The St. Max Handbell Choir is in the
middle of their eighth season. Started in
2014, when Helen Mondi was approached
by then music director Jeremy Helmes, with
just an incomplete set of Whitechapel bells
the Handbell choir now rings at Mass at
least once a month.
When Helen set out to start the choir one
of the first things they did was fundraise for
the new set of bells that they still use today.
They sold the mismatched Whitechapel
bells and used that money, combined
with the fundraiser money, to buy three
octaves of bells. The chimes currently in use
were donated through the generosity of a
parishioner.
The season now runs from early
September to Pentecost and consists of
a weekly, Thursday practice and ringing
at Mass once a month. They rotate which
weekend Mass they play at so the whole
parish gets a chance to experience it.
They also play on some major feasts like
Christmas, Easter and Holy Thursday.
When asked about ringing at Mass, Helen
says that it “gives us more options musically
to give the parish something that will
help them to pray…it is a time where the
congregation doesn’t have to see what verse
they are on. They can just sit back and listen
and let the music and the Holy Spirit lead
them somewhere in prayer.”

Julie Duffy has been ringing for the handbell choir since the beginning
and says, “My favorite part of being involved in the handbell choir is
creating music as a group. I spent much of my high school and college
years involved in marching bands. There is something special about a
group of people playing different parts to make beautiful music and I get
to be part of that being part of the handbell choir.”
This choir is a great way to get involved with the parish community.
“This has been a wonderful way to meet new people at St Max who are
in all walks of life. The bell choir has helped me to become a better
musician and better appreciate the elements of Mass. We work as a team
to play songs that hopefully inspire and bring everyone closer to God,”
says Gina Vitelli who has also been a part of the Handbell Choir since
close to the beginning.
Helen has a teaching background and uses it to help newcomers
learn the instrument. “I always like taking someone who doesn’t know
something or knows only a little and seeing where they can go with it”,
HANDBELLS, Continues on Page 5

The handbell choir is great for anyone
who has a passion for music, or has any past
experience playing any instrument, anyone
can join no matter their skill level or prior
experience. Helen says she often encounters
people who love music but won’t join a
choir because they don’t like their voice or
say they can’t carry a tune. To that, she says
“You don’t have to worry about that with
a handbell choir. The bells are always in
perfect pitch”.
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HANDBELLS, Continued from Page 4

she says. Since the beginning the bell choir has taken the motto: “Have
fun, make music and glorify God.”
“Ringing bells has definitely enhanced my faith life. Playing during Mass
forces me to pay attention to every part of the Mass so I am involved and
know when I need to play again. And practice brings me to church weekly
which brings my faith to front of mind on more than just Sunday,” says
Julie Duffy.
New members are always welcome and even encouraged. The more
members that join the bell choir, the more selection and rotation options
they have.
If you are interested in joining the Handbell Choir or just want to learn
more about it visit www.saint-max.org/MusicMinistry or contact Helen
Mondi at Handbells@saint-max.org. You can even ask to sit in on a
rehearsal and see what it is all about. Next time you see the ringers at Mass
keep your eye out for their mascot, Cheddar, the little toy mouse that rings
a C sharp!

513.777.4322 www.saint-max.org

Keep your eye out for the St. Max Ringers’ mascot,
Cheddar, the little toy mouse that rings a C sharp!
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MEET KATHLEEN STRATMAN

MASSES for the LORD'S DAY
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Sunday- 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM

Kathleen sorting clothing donations from
students from Mother Teresa Elementary
School at the Glenmary Outreach Center
in rural Kentucky.

om
ations fr
with don mentary
d
e
d
a
lo
Ele
all
The van t Mother Teresa l Kentucky.
ra
a
ru
ts
n
to
e
d
n
w
tu
s
ring do
b
to
l
o
o
Sch

Right: Kathleen Stratman collected
items for West Liberty Outreach
at her own school and brought
them down to Kentucky to the
Glenmary Outreach Center.

The Modern Saint heard about Kathleen Stratman, a
young volunteer with West Liberty Outreach, who took it
upon herself to organize separate drives at her own school
to gather more donations for West Liberty Outreach and
supplement the drives going on here at the parish. She has
also donated items and money from her birthday to the
Glenmary sisters in the past. We reached out to her and this
is what she had to say:
My name is Kathleen Stratman. I am 14 years old and in
the 8th grade. I go to Mother Teresa (MTCES) and I enjoy
playing volleyball for school! I also enjoy competitive
horseback riding.
I first heard about West Liberty Outreach because I had
wanted to go on mission trips, so my mom asked around.
I have always loved charity work so I immediately knew I
wanted to get involved. When I first found out about West
Liberty Outreach, they weren’t doing any mission trips.
This was because of COVID. I knew that they had a store
down in Kentucky, so I decided to help out.
I met with my principal to ask her if I could do a
donation drive at MTCES, and she agreed. I made
announcements and put up posters around the school.
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Then I collected all the items from school and church.
All the clothes barely fit into our car! We had about ten
garbage bags worth of donations! Then my mother, sister,
and I drove down to Kentucky to help set up the shop.
Currently, I am trying to run another drive!
I feel it is important to get involved in this ministry
work because that’s what Jesus would have done. I feel
that it is important to live a life like Jesus and to always
try to help others. Jesus said, “Whatever you did for one of
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for
me,” and I really try to embrace that. If you ever want to
get involved with service or anything else then go for it!
There is no better time than now.

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday through Saturday- 8:30 AM
Tuesdays and Thursdays - 6:30 AM
First Friday, December 3- 7:30 PM
The Rosary is prayed 30 minutes before all Masses
and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is prayed after all
8:30 AM weekday Masses in the church.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Tuesdays- after 6:30 AM Mass
Thursdays- after 8:30 AM Mass & at 6:00 PM
Saturdays- after 8:30 AM Mass & at 3:00 PM
Additional Times for Advent
DAY OF MERCY- Thursday, December 9
7:15 AM- 8:00 PM (priests in the confessional all day)
Communal Penance Service at St. John, WC
December 13th at 7:00 PM
Tuesday, December 21- 5:00 PM- 9:00 PM
NO Confessions Saturday, December 25th

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Our Blessed Sacrament Chapel is open
continuously for private prayer in the Presence of
Our Lord.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
First Friday, December 3- after 8:30 AM Mass
until 7:00 PM
Mondays after 8:30 AM Mass until 5:00 PM
Thursdays - after 8:30 AM Mass until 7:00 PM

Benediction begins 15 minutes prior to the end of the hour
Exposition ends at 10:30 AM on Thursday, December 23rd

ADVENT OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, November 27 • 12:00 PM -2:00 PM
Blessed straw is available at the open house, as
well as in the gathering space beginning this
weekend.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY (Holy Day of Obligation)
Wednesday, December 8
6:30 AM, 8:30 AM, 7:30 PM*
On this solemnity, those who wish to make or
renew their consecration to the Blessed Virgin
BLESSING OF BABY JESUS - December 18 & 19 Mary will be able to so after the 8:30 AM and 7:30
At the weekend Masses on December 18 & 19,
PM Masses.
the Fourth Sunday of Advent, all are invited to
*Incense is used at the 7:30 PM Mass.
bring the figure of the Infant Jesus from your
home creche to be blessed.

I think that West Liberty Outreach is a great program
and that it helps many people. Everyone that I have met
so far is super kind! I really love the program and am
excited to go on a mission trip with them this November!

If you are interested in learning more about
West Liberty Outreach, visit www.saint-max.org/WLO .

SAINT MAXIMILIAN KOLBE CATHOLIC CHURCH 5720 Hamilton-Mason Rd., Liberty Township, Ohio 45011

513.777.4322 www.saint-max.org
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ADVENT
By: Fr. Jim Riehle

CHARITY, Continued from Page 1

The season of Advent is a time of preparation and
anticipation. As the name implies, Advent means “to
come”, we await the coming of the Christ. We await His
arrival marked by the solemnity of Christmas and we
await His return in glory. With the busy pace and the noisy
clutter of the culture, it becomes harder and harder each
year to stay focused on our preparation.
St. Bernard of Clairvaux wrote of the “Three Comings of
the Christ”. Two of these “comings” are tangible, the other
hidden. In the first coming our Lord took on Flesh and was
seen on earth, dwelling among men. In terms of those who
experienced His Presence on earth in the Flesh, it was a
limited number, only those privileged to walk and talk with
Him in a certain time and place.
The second “coming” of our Lord is a hidden one. It is
experienced by those who see their Lord’s grace in their
lives and live in response. This “coming” is manifested in
the sacraments, in His Church, and in the way He works in
our lives, often silently and humbly.
In the final coming all of creation will see the salvation
of our God, and they will look on Him whom they pierced.
In his first coming our Lord came in our flesh and in our
weakness. In that second coming He comes in spirit and
in power. In the final coming He will be seen in glory and
majesty.
We are challenged in Advent to prepare for each of these
comings. On His part, our Lord has done much to prepare
us. We can look at the narrative of Salvation History and
see Him working to prepare our hearts.

Going forward through the Old Testament, there are
consistent signs heralding the Messiah who will conquer
and save. To Abraham, our Lord speaks of the descendants
as numerous as the stars who draw all nations to God.
To King David, our Lord promises him that “when
your days have been completed and you rest with your
ancestors, I will raise up your offspring after you, sprung
from your loins, and I will establish His kingdom. He it is
who shall build a house for My Name, and I will establish
His royal throne forever. I will be a Father to Him, and He
shall be a Son to Me.” (2 Sam 7:12-14)
Throughout the teachings and oracles of the prophets,
the good news of the coming of the Messiah is proclaimed
to the people. Thus, in the hearts of His people, God
sparked a fire of hope.
Drawing on that same yearning, we Christians spend
Advent waiting for the birth of the Messiah, except in our
case, we know He has a name, Jesus Christ, and has already
fulfilled the promises of old. However, we still live in the
“now but not yet” time between when Jesus accomplished
the work of salvation and the time when it will be fulfilled.

Right: A plaque was added to the picnic tables and beds
acknowledging the generosity of St. Max parisioners.

allow Jesus to reign as King of their lives as they serve
in their families, in their relationships, in their parish,
and in the greater culture; and discover their Godgiven mission for their life. Camp River Ridge hosts
youth summer camps, fall and winter youth weekend
retreats, family programs, parent-child campouts,
and campouts for men.

Advent connects us with that age-old longing for a
Redeemer. We look back with joy. We experience now His
Presence in the Mass and in our lives. We anticipate a
future fulfillment in the salvation of the world to come.

Amongst the ancient Jews, our Lord set in their hearts
a longing for a Messiah who will set things right for the
Jewish people and through them, the whole world. As
far back as the book of Genesis, at the time of the Fall,
already we see the foreshadowing of the salvation to
come. We can look to how our Lord responds to Adam
and Eve’s disobedience. They hide. He comes to them.
He seeks them out. Then, in what is referred to as the
protoevangelium, the “First Gospel”, He says to the
serpent, “I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers; He will strike at your
head, while you strike at His heel.” (Gen 3:15)
“He will strike at your head”. In those words, our Lord
foretells His own coming, the offspring of the “New Eve”,
Mary, who will strike at the very head of sin and crush the
serpent that is the evil in this world.
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Left: Missionaries and volunteers building and installing 8 new
bunk beds. They removed two single beds and added two
new bunk beds to each of their four platform tents.

SAINT MAXIMILIAN KOLBE CATHOLIC CHURCH 5720 Hamilton-Mason Rd., Liberty Township, Ohio 45011

TOGETHER WE GROW CAMPAIGN
Don’t forget about our
Together We Grow Campaign!
You can see status updates about the
campaign and make a pledge online at
saint-max.org/TWG.

513.777.4322 www.saint-max.org

St. Max’s gift allowed Camp River Ridge to
purchase three 8-foot picnic tables for the dining
area and eight twin bunk beds for the sleeping
quarters. In his recent thank you note to the OC,
Fr. Lucio Boccaccio, representative for Camp River
Ridge, reports that picnic tables have allowed Camp
River Ridge personnel to “maximize seating capacity
while still allowing space for people to walk” in the
dining area. The bunk beds “have increased camper
capacity by 8 campers per event”. Each of these items
has a small plaque affixed to them which identify
them as a gift from St. Max. Along with hundreds of
people attending Camp River Ridge events, St. Max
Parishioners at these events have the opportunity to
enjoy use of these items and reflect on the goodness
of God manifested from the heart of our St. Max
family.
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Saint Maximilian Kolbe Parish is a Roman Catholic Christian community
which unselfishly ministers to all people through hospitality, prayer, formation,
and service. Eucharist centered and led by the Holy Spirit we strive to be
grateful stewards of all God’s gifts.

ST. MAX PARISH FAMILY

REACHING OUT IN CHARITY
By: Elizabeth Walsh
We learn in childhood the love of a mother and the vast
dimensions of her “mothering” us. We also experience a mother’s
love beyond our family as she shares our family’s bounty with
others, bringing us along and allowing us to participate. As we
pilgrim through life, it is a great comfort that we lovingly refer to
the Catholic Church as Holy Mother Church. Her “mothering” is
notable on the global stage, the archdiocesan stage, and the parish
level. One example of such “mothering” is manifested through the
Outreach Allocation Committee (OAC) of the St. Max Outreach
Commission (OC).

LITURGY SCHEDULE
MASS TIMES
Saturday Vigil 4:30 PM
Sunday 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM
Monday-Saturday 8:30 AM
Tuesdays and Thursdays 6:30 AM
First Fridays 7:30 PM

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturdays after 8:30 AM Mass & 3:00-4:00 PM
Thursdays after 8:30 AM Mass & 6:00-6:45 PM
Tuesdays after 6:30 AM Mass

WHAT IS THE 1% CHALLENGE?
1% OF YOUR DAY IS 14 MIN AND 24 SEC.
JUST 1% OF YOUR DAY given to God in focused prayer will
change your life. We would like to challenge you to spend
just 1% (let’s round up to 15 min) OF YOUR DAY EVERY DAY
PRAYING with Scripture through a Catholic tradition called
lectio divina.

WANT TO RECEIVE THE 1% CHALLENGE
DAILY EMAIL WITH SUGGESTED READING?
SEND US AN UPDATE

Text 1percent to 42828.

Have you moved, or do you have a new
phone number or new email address? Please
contact the office at 513.777.4322 ext. 101
or cgroh@saint-max.org to give us an update!

More info on the 1% Challenge can be found on our website at
saint-max.org/takethechallenge.

With ecclesial authority granted by our pastor, the OC helps
many ministries and organizations beyond the parish serve the
public good if they appropriately satisfy the principles of Catholic
Social Teaching and the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy.
Charitable organizations are first vetted for these criteria by the
OAC. The list of vetted organizations may be found on our parish
website saint-max.org/OutreachCommission. The OC guides and
leads our St. Max Parish family in charity beyond herself. From
the money donated by parishioners for charitable outreach via
the “pink envelope”, the commission gives to worthy non-profit
organizations. The St. Max Parish October 10, 2021 bulletin
contained excerpts from thank you notes received from ten
different organizations which received allocated money in the first
half of 2021.
Camp River Ridge (https://campriverridge.org) was a recent
charitable outreach recipient of $7,200. It is a camp and retreat
destination focused on Christ the King. Through Regnum Christi
spirituality, youth are invited to encounter Jesus Christ; respond
to Jesus’ love in faithful, joyful, and evangelizing discipleship;
Continues On Page 7

Missionaries building three new picnic tables for
the dining room from funds donated by St. Max
parishioners. Adding these three tables increased
their dining room’s capacity by 27 campers.

