
Have you ever  felt jealous of someone else?  Perhaps, they have something you wanted or received
recognition that you wanted.
When have you been generous with another or when has someone been generous with you?

 Questions:  Pick 1 or 2 that apply to your child(ren) 

Opening Prayer 
 

+Loving and forgiving God, thank
you for always being ready to

welcome us back after we have
made bad choices and sinned

against you.
 

Thank you for...
 We are sorry for. . . and we ask

for your help with . . . 
In Jesus' name we pray,

Amen +

Catholic Faith Word:   A great way to start your Scripture time together is to do hangman with the
Catholic Faith Word.  Choose one word if you have multiple children or if time permits do multiple words!

The Forgiving Father  Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
(Overview for Adult Leader) 

 
Last Sunday, God was a gardener who wanted to fertilize a

barren fig tree for one more year. This Sunday, in the parable
of the lost son, God is shown as a forgiving father. The father
in the parable has every reason to admonish and punish his
son when her returns home after leading a dissolute life &

wasting his inheritance.  Instead, the father welcomes the lost
son with new clothes and a party.  God is like the father in the
parable, always willing to welcome us back when we go astray

so long as we repent and seek his mercy.

Faith on Fire 

DO ALL TOGETHER - READ A OPENING STORY & Do the Questions  This is a quick opportunity for
everyone to listen to ONE story which will prepare them for the Gospel. (If you have students in
different levels, pick just one story.)  Promise  found at RED link above.

Week of March 20, 2022

QUICK CONNECT (10 min) 
Begin by each child completing  the front cover of their Gospel Weekly (3 min)

    4th Sunday in Lent
(Weekly dated March 27)

Family Guide

 NOTE: Families with ONLY PROMISE children, please go HERE for your Parent Teaching Guide which
includes opening story, Gospel. & questions. You many look at this Family Guide for extra

resources. 

Short on time? Skip the story & pick from the discussion starter questions below to make a quick
connection with family members & move on to the Gospel Reading.

https://www.pflaumweeklies.com/parent-teaching-pages/


TOGETHER do the Gospel Reflection Questions found in your child's Weekly  (in yellow boxes), 
except Promise & most explained below.

Who is like the father in the  parable? God the Father, Jesus Who is like the younger son? Us when we sin
How does the younger son change in this parable? He realizes he wasted time & money & asks for forgiveness.
He realizes he made a bad decision.  Maybe he will start being a part of the family again.
What does the older son feel about his father's welcome for his brother? Jealous & angry. He feels
unappreciated. He resents that forgiveness is given so freely to his brother. 
Do you think the father's forgiveness is fair to the older brother? God is more generous with his love and
forgiveness than we can imagine.  How would you feel?
What do you think the father feels when the older son won't come to the party?  
What does the father tell the older son?
What is valuable about how the father cares for each son?  How is God like the merciful father?  The
father loves each son and recognizes what each needs and wants.  God loves us each as individuals too. 
Scripture doesn't say what the older son did.  Do you think he joined the party? Will he  offer mercy to
his brother? What will happen if he joins?  What is the best thing for him to do if he wants to be happy?
If he doesn't join the family circle, he could alienate himself from them all.  if he offers his brother mercy, he may find
relief from his anger & a better relationship with his brother and father.  
Which son do you relate to? Some people find the father's actions unfair & frustrating.  How would you
explain this story to them? Forgiveness is not about fairness or what we may actually deserve.  Forgiveness is a
free and unconditional gift from God.  They younger son asked for his father's forgiveness, as we do when we seek
forgiveness for sin the in Reconciliation.
What could the younger son do to make things better with his older bother? Reach out to him; apologize 
 What would God want him to do? Show kindness & mercy
What does this parable teach us? God is eager to welcome us back & give us another chance when we have
sinned and are sorry. This parable also tells us that God wants us to receive one another back too.
What does it mean to be generous? Giving freely or providing more than enough of what is needed.
How does it feel when you forgive someone?  How does it feel when you are forgiven? There is a measure
of relief in forgiving & being forgiven.  It's hard to carry around a grudge or guilt.

(Overview for Adult Leader)  The forgiving father in Sunday's Gospel welcomes his younger son home.  The father tries to
help his older son understand that he gives his love generously to both sons.  God is our forgiving and generous father.  He
wants us to return home to him after we have sinned. In this parable, Jesus describes the 'process of conversion and
repentance, the center of which is the merciful father" (CCC, 1439). Like the the son in the parable , our salvation is not
earned so much as given. "Our salvation flows from God's intiiative of love for us, because 'he loved us and sent his Son to
be the expiation for our sins' (1 John 4:10)" CCC, 620)

Discover the Gospel TOGETHER - 20 min

Read the Gospel (in Bible) OR read/act out the Gospel Play from ONE of
the printed Pflaum Weeklies - Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

Have each child work on their pages in What the Church Believes & Teaches (WCBT) 
Each child will work individually in their book as they may not be covering the same content.
Promise students will do Prayer of Sorrow (p 30)
Good News students will do Creed I Believe...forgiveness of sins (p 13); 
contrition ( p 52); Act of Contrition (p. 47)
Venture  students will do What happens in the Sacrament of Penance (p23-24);
Prayer of contrition (p42) Act of Contrition (p; 52)
Visions students will do Conscience (p 30) Penance or Reconciliation ( p 24)



Bible Bag Story of Great Commandment (8 min)
Younger Students

interested in a little more

adventure?!  Check out

these additional

resources!!

Go Live It!!   (10 min)
Think about second chances.  Look for an
opportunity to extend a second chance to

somebody this week.

Show us what you've learned or how
you've lived your faith this week !

 

Live 
the 

Gospel

How Do I Go To Confession
Reconciliation by Catholic Central

Older Students - Adults

Car Rides Review Questions!
Can you tell me what the Gospel was about?
Why do you think this story is in the Bible?

What did we learn from the Gospel?
 

Find the Assignment Form HERE.
Due Next Sunday

Together, let's take one step closer to God!

Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo
Saint of the Week - 

 

Learn about the Eucharist
With the certainty of faith, you know that what seems to be
bread is not bread but the Body of Christ although it seems
to be bread when tasted. You also know that what seems to
be wine is not wine but the Blood of Christ although it does

taste like wine. –Saint Cyril of Jerusalem

To receive weekly tips from Pflaum Weekly click here   

The technical term for what happens at the moment of
consecration is Transubstantiation. It means that the substances

of bread and wine, or what makes them bread and wine, are
miraculously removed and replaced with the substance of the

Body and Blood of Christ. To be sure, we can only accept this by
faith—it is not provable by any human method. On the other

hand, it is not beyond reason. Just because it is not visible does
not mean that it is not true. Our faith, aided by reason, can be

certain that what Jesus says is true—bread and wine are no
longer bread and wine but become the Body and Blood of Christ.

Bible Bag Story
LEGO: Prodigal Son

Younger Students

 
Don't forget to be sharing your highs & lows for the

day; what you're thankful for AND what you are
sorry for.

 
Closing Prayer: 

Use the prayer found in your Gospel Weekly to
close your time together. It can be found in the
Family Corner (Promise/Good news) or With My

Family & Friends section (Venture/Visions).
 

https://youtu.be/OUxtoZkdVo0
https://www.pflaumweeklies.com/wp-content/themes/skilled-child/youtube-api-embed.php?id=Ib8pzvnnL20&start=3
https://www.pflaumweeklies.com/wp-content/themes/skilled-child/youtube-api-embed.php?id=abVVsG1TGL4&start=0
https://form.jotform.com/saintmax/fuel-assignment
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-turibius-of-mogrovejo
https://www.catholic.org/saints/fun_facts_arch.php?saint=75
https://www.catholic.org/saints/fun_facts_arch.php?saint=75
https://bayard-inc.us8.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=91e158c51bed6cb61bb053f36&id=4ce4fe82bc
https://bayard-inc.us8.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=91e158c51bed6cb61bb053f36&id=4ce4fe82bc
https://www.pflaumweeklies.com/wp-content/themes/skilled-child/youtube-api-embed.php?id=OR6ZarFx1aY&start=0
https://www.pflaumweeklies.com/wp-content/themes/skilled-child/youtube-api-embed.php?id=dPt-XJM9daM&start=0

